CENIKAL LIBRARY INDIANA COLLECTION 


on 
c 
¢ 
Cc 
S 
rF 
x 
ra 
— 
cc 
‘dhe 
ra 
O 
a 
Uo 
= 
E 
== 
3 


Over 70 years service 
to the community 


Owens 


FUNERAL HOME 


WHITING, INDIANA 


1302 119th Street 


816 - 119th Street Whiting, Indiana 46394 
Whiting, Indiana 46394 
Phone: 659-0417 219-659-0308 


AMERICAN MAIZE-PRODUCTS COMPANY 
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AMERICAN MAIZE-PRODUCTS COMPANY 
113th Street and Indianapolis Boulevard » « * Hammond, Indiana 46326 
Teletype Telephones 
TWX 910-699-2031 CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 312-374-1400 


TWX 910-699-2032 HAMMOND, INDIANA 219-659-2000 


You are about to investigate an area in 
the state of Indiana that is the best of 
both worlds. On one hand there exists a 
very favorable tax structure; Whiting has 
$12.52 per $100 assessed valuation; and 
considering industrial taxes in Whiting - 
Robertsdale as compared to Chicago, our 
neighbor to the North, taxes are substan- 
tially less here in our dynamic area. On 
the other hand the many cultural and 
educational attractions in the heart of the 
city of Chicago are merely a drive of 20 
minutes away. 


The communities of Whiting and 
Robertsdale have an ethnic flavor 
originating in Eastern Europe and it per- 
sists to the present day. Unemployment in 
the communities is historically below the 
national average due to the giant in- 
dustries stabilizing the area. 


As one can see by the cover picture 
Whiting - Robertsdale is surrounded by 
water. The Great Lake Michigan, its 
record salmon and the docile inland water 
of Wolf Lake, cater to water sports lovers. 


Where else in a 970 acre area can you 
have so much offered; in fact a person liv- 
ing in Whiting -Robertsdale can be 
educated from kindergarten to College 
without leaving the community. This of 
course is valuable since a person can 
hold a job continuously while living at 
home and also pursue higher education. 


The main street joining the com- 
munities of Whiting - Robertsdale has a 
viable business district which is enjoyed 
by nearby communities. Although 
Whiting -Robertsdale has easy access to 
several shopping centers its business 
district remains a bustling focal point. 


This is a Daniel Publication-created and 
produced for: 


The Whiting-Robertsdale Chamber of 
Commerce 


By Daniel Publications Ltd. 


Copyright 1980. All rights reserved. Any 
permission to use or reproduce materials 
herein must be with the express consent 
of the Whiting-Robertsdale Chamber of 
Commerce and Daniel Publications Ltd. 


Price $2.00 
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FB 
First Bank 


McDonald's OF WHITING 


McDonalds Restaurant 


Ever since First Bank started in 1895, it has been under the 
leadership of the Schrage family. Today the bank boasts an 
impressive list of banking services and innovations unheard of 83 
1822 Indianapolis Blvd. years ago. The people you can talk to at First Bank are here to help 

HE you with checking and savings accounts, loans, travelers checks, 
Whiting, Ind. 46394 safety-deposit boxes, stocks and bonds, insurance, and trust 
services, to name a few. Come in, and they'll tell you more about 


(21 9) 659-7706 their 83 years of progressive service to the Whiting area. 


1500 119th St., Whiting 46394 
(219) 659-0043 


Federated Metals Corp. 
A Subsidiary of ASARCO 


Producer of Non Ferrous Metals 
calumet college 


2400 new york avenue 
whiting,-indiana 46394 


2230 Indianapolis Blvd. 
Whiting, Indiana 46394 
(219) 659-0876 


Digest 


LOCATION: 


Whiting is located on the Southern shores 
of Lake Michigan in the Northwest corner 
of the state. It is 20 miles Southeast of 
downtown Chicago and 170 miles Nor- 
thwest of Indianapolis, the State's 
capitol. 


AREA: 
970 Acres 
POPULATION: 


Whiting 7,300 
Robertsdale 12,000 


TRADING AREA POPULATION: 
375,000 


NEAREST LARGE CITY 
POPULATION: 


3.5 million (Chicago) 
CLIMATE: 


Average annual temperature, 51.4 
degrees; average annual rainfall, 42.05 in- 
ches; average annual snow, 52.5 inches; 
coldest 

month, February, with an average 
temperature of 26.9 degrees; hottest mon- 
th, August, with an average temperature 
of 76.4 degrees; wettest month, April with 
7.84 inches of rain; driest month, 
September, with 1.09 inches of rain. 


ALTITUDE: 
585 feet above sea level 
GOVERNMENT: 


Mayor/city council form of government. 
Safety and Fire Protection are provided by 
thirty policemen and nineteen firemen. 


TAX RATES: 


A recent tax rate for Whiting was $12.5163 
per $100 assessed valuation, based on 33 
1/3 per cent of true market value. There is 
a 4 per cent state sales tax. 


HOUSING: 


There are 5,200 households in the Whiting 
- Robertsdale area. 


HEALTH: 


There are two major hospitals located in 
adjoining communities with a total of 945 
beds. In addition, Whiting - Robertsdale 
has a Clinic, a Convalescent Center and 
Ambulance service provided by the city to 
handle medical emergencies. 


SCHOOLS: 


The city of Whiting has three elementary 
schools and a high school. The Robert- 
sdale area has two elementary schools a 
high school and a college. Other colleges 
are available in adjoining communities. 


NEWSPAPERS: 


Daily-Hammond Times, Chicago Tribune 
and Chicago Sun-Times. Twice weekly- 
The Calumet Day. 


TV-RADIO STATIONS: 


Local - (radio, AM) WJOB, WWCA, and 
WLTH; (radio, FM) WYCA and WLNR. 
Chicago - (TV, VHF) channels 2,5,7,9, and 
11; (TV, UHF) channels 26,32,44, and 50. 


Available for your convenience are such 
fine restaurants as Condes of Whiting, 
Phil Smidt’s and Son, Vogel’s Spiccia’s, 
Knapp’s, Purple Steer, McDonald's, and 
Bonanza. 


ACCOMODATIONS: 


All nationally known motels and hotel 
facilities are within minutes of the 
Whiting - Robertsdale area. 


CHURCHES: 


There are 21 churches, representing eight 
denominations. 


LIBRARIES: 


There are two public libraries and the 
Calumet College library. 


WATER SUPPLY: 


Both Whiting and Robertsdale get their 
water from Lake Michigan. 


FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: 


Three banks and one savings and loan 
association have deposits collectively in 
excess of $120 Million Dollars. 


LABOR MARKET: 


One hundred seventy-six businesses 
employ more than 17,000 people. These 
same businesses have annual sales in ex- 
cess of $38 Billion Dollars. 


INDUSTRY: 


The local industries include Amoco Oil 
Company which produces a complete line 
of petroleum products and chemicals; 
Union Tank Car Company which leases 
and maintains tank cars; Federated 
Metals Division, American Smelting and 
Refining Company, whose chief products 


includes metals and metal alloys; Globe 
Roofing Company; Lever Brothers makers 
of soaps and glycerin; American Maize 
Products Company which produces corn 
products and R.C. Can Company a divi- 
sion of Boise Cascade Can Company. 


UTILITIES: 


Electricity and Gas-Northern Indiana 
Public Service Company 
Communications-Indiana Bell Telephone 
Company Water-Whiting Municipal Water 
Department and the Hammond Municipal 
Water Department. 


TRANSPORTATION: 


Whiting is serviced by the Indiana Toll 
Road; Interstate 1-94; U.S. 12, 20 and 41; 
and State 912. The area is served by the C 
& O, E.J. & E. and Conrail rail lines, and 
there are a number of truck lines and ter- 
minals in the area with overnight service 
to major cities within 300 miles. Whiting is 
also served by the Gary Airport and 
Chicago’s O'Hare International airport as 
well as Greyhound and Trailways bus 
lines. 


RECREATION: 


The area has two parks, Whiting Park on 
the shores of Lake Michigan, and For- 
sythe Park adjacent to Wolf Lake. Whiting 
Park is equipped with playground equip- 
ment, a baseball field, pistol range, trap- 
shooters’ range, and tennis courts. For- 
sythe Park has similar facilities. Besides 
the lake, swimming is available at the 
Community Center and Whiting Junior 
High School. Whiting has one theater, 
The Hoosier, with a seating capacity of 
1,000 persons. In addition, the auditorium 
in the Memorial Community Center has a 
seating capacity of 900. There are other 
small playgrounds as well as athletic 
fields within the area which are used for 
night baseball, ice skating and other 
athletic events. There are several com- 
mercially owned bowling alleys. 


STREET MAP 


CITY of WHITING, INDIANA and ROBERTSDALE 
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. Whiting Public Schools 

. Whiting Public Library 

. Whiting Fire Station & Police Station 

. Whiting Water Plant 

Whiting Park 

. Whiting Post Office 

. George Rogers Clark School 

. Rupp Branch Library 

. St. Jonn School 
. Sacred Heart School 
. St. Adalbert School 
. Immaculate Conception School 
. Franklin School 
. Calumet College 
. Condes Drive-In 
. Vogel’s Restaurant 
. Robertsdale Fire & Police Stations 
. George Rogers Clark Field 
. Whiting High School Field 
. Whiting Pumping Station 
. Athletic Field 
. Hammond Pumping Station 
. Whiting Community Center 
. llliana Hotel 
. Phil Smidts Restaurant 
. Owens Funeral Home 816 - 19th St. 

1302 - 19th St. 

. American Trust & Savings Bank 1321 - 119th St. 
. Sherman's Indiana Supply 1326 - 19th St. 
. First Bank of Whiting 1500 - 119th St. 
. American Maize-Products Co. . 113th & Indianapolis Blvd 
. McDonald's Restaurant 1822 Indianapolis Blvd. 
. Central Agency & Insurance . . . 1904 Indianapolis Blvd. 
. Federated Metals Corp. . . . . . 2230 Indianapolis Blvd. 
. Amoco Oil Company 2815 Indianapolis Blvd. 
. Lever Brothers Co 1200 Calumet Ave. 
. Star Sales 1703 Calumet Ave. 
. Globe Industries 2207 Schrage Ave. 
. Hajduch Insurance Agency 1050 19th St. 
. Calumet College 2400 New York Ave. 
. Youngstown Steel 300] Dickey Road 

42. Pepsi-Cola General Bottlers .. . . 9300 Calumet Ave. 
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Amoco Oil 


Company Whiting Refinery 


Meeting the Challenges of a Mo 


In 1889 a small refinery was 
built on the marshy land close 
by Lake Michigan. It soon pro- 
cessed its first barrel of crude 
oil. In those early years the plant 
at Whiting, Indiana refined 
17,000-barrels of crude oil daily. 


_ Today the Amoco Oil Com- 

_ pany’s Whiting Refinery is a 

_ Sprawling mechanical city of 

-_ sophisticated, re parts 
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PURIFICATION 
PLANT 


Since the first crude oil went 
“on-steam” at Whiting in 1889, 
Americans have become acutely 
energy conscious. Their energy 
needs have required the use of 
nearly all the parts of crude oil. 
The Whiting Refinery has met 
that challenge, producing an ex- 
tensive array of products for 
commercial, home, and_in- 
dustrial use. 


Inuan average.day more than 
S@VEN Mion gallons lof ATidce 
at tor gasolines are: blended at 
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the refinery. Our workers also 
produce an impressive variety of 
other necessary products: as- 
phalts, diesel fuels, greases, 
heating fuels, jet fuels, 
lubricating oils, propane, and 
waxes. 


But Americans are also ask- 
ing that the production of these 
products not. jeopardize . the 
quality of our-aimand-water. Here 
again the Whiting Refinesjras 
met thesehallenge. Our refifery 
has.more™ than $1008 qullion 


dern America 


rth of pollution control equip- 
nt. 


At Out Modern lakefront water 
Atment facility, huge biologi- 
treatment tanks and four 
es of oil-water separators are 
parts in one of the most ex- 
sive water treatment opera- 
S anywhere. In addition, the 
nery’s sulfur recovery unit 

its smokeless fluid-bed in- 
erator are essential parts in 
=» program to%eliminate harm... 


~ 


= laguciclless America. . 
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To produce quality petroleum 
products while remaining 
responsive to the environmental 
concerns of our area requires 
the energy and skills of hun- 
dreds of employees working 
around the clock, seven days a 
week. We are proud of the men 
and women who combine their 
talents to make the Amoco Oil 
Company’s Whiting Refinery a 
leader in meeting the’ energy 
neéds of. an environmeptally 


Organizations 


Whiting - Robertsdale is certainly a 
place of joiners. The area has in excess of 
125 social, religious, fraternal, civic and 
professional organizations. As a 
newcomer you are almost certain to finda 
branch of your favorite organization in our 
community. For an active list of all the 
organizations, contact the Chamber of 
Commerce which updates the organiza- 
tion's officers each year. Anyone young or 
old can find a challenge in some one of 
the numerous and varied organizations in 
the community. 


The meeting places are just as 
varied: from local lounges, for the adults, 
to church halls, or the community center, 
to any of the communities nine 
restaurants; Whiting - Robertsdale is cer- 
tainly a community of top quality 
restaurants. 


The Whiting - Robertsdale area is a 
very unique community. It is nestled in the 
very heart of the large industrial complex 
of the greater Calumet Region with its 
blast furnaces, cat crackers, smoke 
stacks and the hustle and bustle that ac- 
company these tremendous economic 
forces. Yet, because it is on the shores of 
beautiful Lake Michigan, it takes on a 
quiet and peaceful appearance. In addi- 
tion to the big lake, two other lakes help 
to add to the park like atmosphere--Wolf 
Lake and George Lake. 


Because of the abundance of water 
and the natural setting that it provides, 
both the cities of Whiting and Hammond 
have provided parks that emphasize the 
beauty of the locale. There is Whiting 
Park which is located on the actual 
shores of Lake Michigan. This park comes 
complete with a dance pavilion out of the 
twenties, a new fishing pier, a trap 
shooting range, baseball field, tennis 
courts, plenty of paths upon which to 
stroll and tables upon which to enjoy a 
leisurely picnic lunch. Forsythe and Wolf 
Lake Parks are located on the shores of 
Wolf Lake, and they too have many of 
these fine facilities. Wolf Lake Park is 
presently expanding its beach and park- 
ing. 


The area is so conducive to outdoor 
water recreation and just plain leisure, 
that the Lake County Department of Parks 
and Recreation is presently purchasing 
lands adjacent to Whiting Park for the ex- 
pressed purpose of developing a marina 
and an additional lake front park. 


A very recent welcome addition to 
the housing picture in the city of Whiting 
has just been completed. South Side 
Elementary School which had not been 
used for several years, was sold to a 
group of local developers. These 
developers had the school building 
demolished. The property was then sub 
divided into spacious lots. 


Thirty single family houses are now 
situated on these lots. The contemporary 
structures are done in a combination of 
layouts which prove very functional for 
modern day living. Many units have at- 
tractive recreation rooms. All of the dwell- 
ings have off street parking. 


Landscaping was tailored to give the 
entire developement a very appealing and 
inviting appearance. 


RESIDENTS, COMMERCE 


AND INDUSTRY 


Commerce and industry are deeply 
involved in the lifestyle of Whiting 
-Robertsdale residents. 


The hub of the commercial district is 
a stretch of 119th Street, just east of In- 
dianapolis Blvd. There, shoppers may do 
their banking, grocery shopping, find 
fashions for the family, as well as many 
fine home furnishings. There are other 
stores scattered throughout the com- 
munity. Store owners respond by main- 
taining down-to-earth prices in a friendly 
neighborhood setting. 


It's this same great shopping area 
through which the traditional annual 
Fourth of July Parade marches amid 
throngs of happy parents and delighted 
kids. Colorful floats, sponsored by civic 
organizations, merchants, and industrial 
firms, mix with marching bands, beautiful 
girls, and imaginative displays for the 
pleasure of old and young alike. 


Adjacent to this shopping hub is the 
court where each year a prestigious art 
fair is held. Here, artists from all over the 
area congregate to display some of the 
best in watercolor, acrylic and oil pain- 
tings, as well as ceramics, woodcarvings, 
jewelry, and crafts. Dance demonstra- 
tions, magic acts, and song punctuate the 
fair's three-day showing. 


Whiting-Robertsdale residents have 
been instrumental in the growth of the 
great industries in and around Whiting. 
The most prominent of these industries is 


Fourth of July Celebration 


The Whiting - Robertsdale Fourth of 
July parade is the oldest and by far the 
largest in the area drawing between 
25,000 and 30,000 people yearly. The 
parade had its origin in Whiting in 1919 
and has been an extremely popular event 
ever since. Other festivities marking the 
Independence Day Celebration is a week 
long carnival at Whiting’s lakefront park. 


The parade and festivities exemplify 
the welding together of the area's ethnic 
backgrounds in their parade dress and 
food festivals. Local organizations fre- 
quently have food and chance booths at 
the park carnival. 


If you wish to picnic at the park on 
the Fourth you must get there early before 
dawn since people are eager to choose 
their picnic tables for parties and to 
assure an excellent seat for the giant 
lakefront fireworks display the evening of 
the Fourth of July. 


the Amoco Oil Company, still referred to 
by many as the Standard Oil Company. 
This great refinery complex will be 
celebrating it's first hundred years in the 
Oil City. Many local families can trace 
their association with Amoco through 
three generations. The association has 
been beneficial to both sides. 


Other companies although smaller in 
size, have also provided jobs and security 
to many. These industries include the 
American Maize Products Company, the 
American Smelting and Refining Com- 
pany, Boise Cascade,Globe Industries , 
Lever Brothers and the Union Tank Car 
Company. 


CHURCH-SCHOOL-CULTURE 


The Whiting - Robertsdale people are 
deeply attached to their Christian beliefs. 
There are no less than twenty-one chur- 
ches and synagogues catering to some 
eight demonimations. 


The first church in Whiting, the 
Plymouth Congregational Church, dates 
back to 1890. This was prior to the com- 
munity becoming incorporated. 


Many of the churches had also built 
parochial elementary schools and today 
there still are three very active ones - St. 
John the Baptist, Immaculate Conception 
and Sacred Heart. 


The various congregations play an 
active part in the social and political well 
being of the community. 


In addition to the church schools, 
there are two fine public elementary 
schools and two fine Junior and Senior 
High Schools -Franklin, Whiting and 
George Rogers Clark. 


The area is fortunate to have 
Calumet College, a four year, liberal arts 
community college that has capabilities 
to handle three thousand students. This 
fine school is located in what was once 
research facilities for the American Oil 
Company. A well rounded curriculum also 
involves the community in lectures for the 
enrichment of senior citizens and in a 
wide variety of adult education courses. 


Hammond - 


Whiting 


Whiting - Robertsdale has one of the 
regions’ oldest amateur theatrical 
groups, The Marion Theatre Guild. For 
over fifty years, this group has staged two 
and three shows each season - Drama, 
Comedy and Musicals. The group makes 
their home in the Marian Theatre 
Auditorium of the St. John Parochial 
Center Complex. This beautiful 
auditorium has a seating capacity of 900. 


Convalescent Center 


This special care facility of colonial 
design includes eighty beds on a single 
ground level set upon two beautifully 
landscaped acres. Outdoor patio areas 
are available for people to enjoy the 
weather while socializing. For visitors, 
ample parking is available. 


The well furnished interior offers 
private and semi-private rooms with ad- 
joining bathrooms. The latest in safety 
devices are provided: each room has Call 
light communication, there is a direct 
alarm to the fire station and an automatic 
fire sprinkler system gives added protec- 
tion. 


The structure provides the best at- 
tributes of a fine hotel and a hospital... a 
place of quiet and rest, yet with light 
recreation available through a yearly plan- 
ned activities program. 


Intermediate nursing care is provided 
by a professional and trained staff 24 
hours per day; licensed nurses, nurse 
aides, housekeeping and dietary person- 
nel. 


With wall-to-wall carpeting and a 
most homelike atmosphere, the building 
consists of reception, dining, kitchen and 
recreational facilities. On each side a 
north and south wing contains a nurse’s 
station and patient rooms. 
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Sherman’s Indiana Supply Corp. Personalized Professional Services 
“The store with the gingko trees” [R 


Serving your — Central Agency Insurance & Real Estate, 
¢ plumbing ¢ gifts Inc 
° hardware * housewares 1904 Indianapolis Blvd 
— needs since 1932 Whiting, Indiana 46394 
Free Delivery 1326119th Free Giftwrapping Helen Keith 659-3458 Ronald D. Keith 
659-2050 Whiting, Ind. 221-6515 Realtor Associate Realtor-Agent 


Jones & Laughlin 
Steel Corp. ©), 


is proud to be a neighbor of the 
Whiting-Robertsdale area 


Community 
Merchants 


In spite of the mass exodus of shop- 
pers from urban America to the suburbs 
in recent years, the business district on 
Whiting’s and Robertsdale’s 119th Street 
continues to thrive and expand. Mer- 
chants in Whiting - Robertsdale offer a 
full array of products and services to meet 
the needs of their customers and they 
meet those needs very well. Without leav- 
ing the Whiting -Robertsdale area an in- 
dividual may obtain most any vital pro- 
duct desired. 


Whiting - Robertsdale merchants 
have a feeling of pride in the community; 
all of the shops and business places are 
kept in good repair and they accomodate 
the clientel. Yearly the merchants 
decorate the business district during 
several local and national holidays using 
funds from their individual expense ac- 
counts. 


Since the national gas crunch it has 
been difficult to find a vacant store front 
in the Whiting - Robertsdale shopping 
district. People in the area not 
only look for quality products but also like 
to shop locally. 


HAJDUCH INSURANCE AGENCY 
“For All Your Insurance Needs” 


Life 

Health 

Fire & Auto 
Group 


1050-119th Street 
Whiting, IN 46394 


Homeowners 
Commercial 
Bonds 
Pension Plans 


Phone 219-659-0406 


Pepsi-Cola General Bottlers, Inc. 


9300 Calumet Ave. 
Munster, IN. 46321 
Phone 219-836-1800 


2 Whiting Locations 


1703 Calumet Avenue 
659-0087 


1406 119th Street 
659-3450 


Lever Brothers Co. 


1200 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
Phone 219-659-3200 


ee 
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Manufacturing a complete 
line of quality roofing materials 


Globe Industries, Inc. 
2207 Schrage Avenue 
Whiting, Indiana 46394 
(219) 659-7420 


AMERICAN TRUST 


& SAVINGS BANK 


Families and businesses in the 
Calumet Region have been depending 
on the American Trust & Savings Bank 
for all their financial needs for more 
than half a century. The full-service 
bank has a complete range of facilities 
to make each transaction a pleasant 
experience. Even more important are 


the people-oriented personnel, 
courteous, friendly, and well-qualified 
to serve you. 

Among the many services here, in 
addition to checking and savings 
accounts, are bank by mail, night 
depository, Christmas and vacation 
clubs, and a travel and insurance 
department. Their loan facilities range 
from real estate and home improvement 
to personal and auto loans. 

A member of the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, American Trust 
& Savings Bank is open Monday 
through Thursday from 9 to 5, Friday till 7. 


1321 119th St., Whiting 46394 
(219) 659-0850 
(312) 734-7044 


